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PURPOSE OF REPORT:  
 
To present to the Committee the response to the informal trade consultation as part of the review of 
the Council’s Licensing Policy for Taxis and Private Hire Licences. 
 

 
1. INTRODUCTION 
 
A schedule for the review of the current Licensing Policy for Taxis and Private Hire Licences was 
approved by Licensing Committee on 27 January 2021.  This report details the response to the first 
stage of the review. 
 
2. REPORT 
 
An informal consultation with the taxi trade to detail the recommendations included in the statutory 
standards and to invite suggestions for any inclusion or amendments to the existing policy was 
undertaken during February 2021. Unfortunately, there has been a low response rate to the survey. 
However, the primary area of concern is the proposed requirement for vehicles with reduced vehicle 
emissions and the financial outlay this will involve, particularly in light of the severe disruption to the 
trade as a result of the Covid pandemic. 
 
The taxi trade will have another opportunity to comment as part of the formal review process, but it 
was hoped there would be more feedback at this stage of the review. It was decided to extend the 
deadline for responses until 12 March 2021 to allow additional time for comments. This date is after 
the deadline for publication of the Committee Agenda. Comments which had already been raised are 
included in Appendix A. Any additional items will be provided to the Committee prior to the meeting. 
 
We also took the opportunity to consult with the Climate Change Working Group and requested they 
consider and propose measures that could be adopted to ensure the Taxi Policy aligns with the 
Council’s Carbon Reduction Plan. 
 
The feedback that has been received and the proposal put forward by the Climate Change Working 
Group is included in Appendix A. 
 
The proposed items for consultation as part of the formal review are provided in Appendix B. 
 
The formal review will commence on the 1st April for an 8 week period. 
 
3. IMPLICATIONS 

 
Legal Implications 
Although there is no legal duty on the Authority to publish a licensing policy for hackney carriage and 
private hire licences, the absence of a robust policy would leave the Authority open to legal challenge. 
 



 
Financial Implications 
None 

 
Human Resources Implications 
None  

 
Sustainability Implications 
None 

 
Equality/Diversity 
None 

 
Risk Management 
As legal implications 
 
Compliance with Policies and Strategies 
The policy will be reviewed in conjunction with the Council’s Carbon Reduction Plan 
 
Data Protection (GDPR) Implications 
Any amendments to the policy will comply with data protection requirements 
 
Climate Change 
The policy will seek to implement measures to reduce the effects of climate change and will be in 
accordance with the Council’s Carbon Reduction Plan 
 
Lead Member Views 
Councillor James, Lead Member, has been consulted. 
 
4. CONCLUSIONS 
 
The consultation process will now move forward to the formal review stage. 
 
5. RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
It is recommended that members review the items for consultation and propose any amendments or 
additional items as necessary. 
 

 
SUPPORTING INFORMATION 
 
 Consultations: In accordance with the agreed schedule 

 Contact Officer: Chris Parkhouse 

 Background Papers: Licensing data area/files 

 
 


